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BRIEFLY

Navy veteran Luisa Velez surprised with 
groundbreaking for mortgage-free home  

Higher lumber tariffs 
likely to impact housing

A Big Surprise for 
Luisa Velez & Spencer

(Above) Dallas BA, City of Irving and 
Operation FINALLY HOME represen-
tatives join together with U.S. Navy 
Hospital Corpsman Third Class Luisa 
Velez and her son Spencer for the of-
ficial groundbreaking ceremony for the 
family’s new home. 

Additional photos courtesy of 
Scott Roberts, Creative Architects, 

can be found inside.

The Dallas BA joined with Opera-
tion FINALLY HOME to surprise U.S. 
Navy Hospital Corpsman Third Class 
Luisa Velez with the news that she and 
her son will be moving into a custom-
built, mortgage-free home in Irving. 
Other project partners in attendance to 
welcome her home included Builder 
Captain Winston Custom Homes, the 
Dallas BA’s Dallas Division and the City 
of Irving, who donated the lot.

 The  Nov. 12 event drew a large 
crowd that included neighbors, dignitar-
ies and supporters of the project.

Velez was under the impression 
she was being invited to attend an 
interview with a potential builder who 
was considering building a home for a 
veteran and that she was one of many 
who were being considered. In actual-
ity, she had already been selected by 
Operation FINALLY HOME as the 
recipient. Once she arrived at the lot and 
it dawned on her that she was to receive 
a life-changing gift, she quickly became 
overwhelmed with emotion.

 Velez comes from a long lineage 
of military men, and shortly after turn-
ing 18, she became the first female in 
her family to enlist.

 After boot camp, Velez learned 
that she experiences severe motion 
sickness. This discovery changed the 
trajectory of her career in the Navy, but 
she was as eager to pivot her efforts to 
the medical battalion. 

 During her first deployment to 
Iraq in 2003, Velez worked in a mobile 
surgical unit, taking incoming patients 
and stabilizing them before they were 
transported to the ship or hospital. The 
start of the war brought many sleepless 
nights due to missile bombings and mor-
tar attacks among other uncertainties.

 In 2004, Velez was deployed to 
Iraq for a second time. During this 
deployment, Velez and her platoon 
were stationed at a fixed camp where 

the hospital was housed inside a larger 
building. The first three weeks of her 
deployment went smoothly and without 
much activity, until the hospital building 
was struck during mortar attacks. This 
was the first time they lost a Marine and  
it was devastating for Velez. This and 
other experiences overseas led Velez 
to return from deployment with severe 
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). 

 For her service, Velez was recog-
nized with a Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal, Presidential Unity 
Citation, National Defense Service 
Medal and Global War on Terrorism 
Expeditionary Medal, along with other 
accolades.

 Receiving the home was the shock 
of her life, Velez said. “I never thought 
being in the service was glamorous. I 
never did it for accolades,” she said. 

“The outcome is this opportunity, 
now. And once again the military has 
done me a great service. Everybody 
that is participating in this, in my book, 
is one of the best people in the world.”

 She currently resides with her son 
in Duncanville. They enjoy drawing, 
painting, crocheting, swimming and 
fishing together, as well as spending 
time with family in the area.

The home was designed by Scott 
Roberts with Creative Architects and 
is the eighth project the Dallas Build-
ers Association has partnered with 
Operation FINALLY HOME. Many 
Association members came together 
to make this dream come true for an 
American Hero.

Stay tuned for announcements for 
upcoming events which will include a 
notes of love and dedication ceremony. 
The City of Irving has donated the two 
adjacent lots next to the Velez family 
project. 

If you are interested in contribut-
ing to a build, please contact Sheena.
Beaver@dallasbuilders.com.

Amidst a market defined by ram-
pant inflation and material shortages, 
builders should now prepare for duties 
(tariffs) on Canadian lumber to double 
from 8.99 to 18.32 percent. 

While relatively few boards of 
Canadian lumber find their way to North 
Texas, the move by the U.S. Commerce 
Department is likely to have negative 
impacts across the market since Cana-
dian lumber comprises around 25% of 
overall supply. 

According to Random Lengths, a 
leading information source for the wood 
products industry, Canadian producers 
may try to send as much lumber across 
the border as they can before the higher 
duties kick in. 

“We’ll ship as much as we can 
across the border ahead of time, but 
that’s about it,” one producer said.

 Other producers are taking a wait 
and see approach to see if the Com-

merce Department follows through 
with the higher tariff and how expected 
challenges to the duty play out. NAHB 
has repeatedly appealed to Commerce 
Secretary Gina M. Raimondo and Presi-
dent Biden most recently sent the letter, 
linked here, urging the Administration to 
hold off on the tariff hike and to resolve 
a yearslong lumber dispute with Canada. 

Canadian markets will likely feel 
the impact as well. They do not consume 
nearly as much lumber as they produce, 
due to reliance on exports to the U.S. and 
their options to ship product elsewhere 
is encumbered by ongoing impediments 
in the global supply chain 

The Dallas BA continues to convey 
concerns about material pricing and 
availability to its local Congressional 
delegation and will keep members ap-
prised of the Commerce Department’s 
final decision, which wass expected in 
late November.

Congratulations to Dallas BA 
members who were honored 
recently with the Texas Asso-
ciation of Builders 2021 Presi-
dential Distinguished Service 
Awards:

• Frank Murphy, Wynne/
Jackson

• James Rodriguez, Fox 
Energy Specialists

• Greg Harwell, Slates Har-
well

• Bush, Rudnicki, Shelton
n n n

The Dallas BA Education 
Committee is developing new lo-
cal certifications that will provide 
pathways for those just entering 
the industry and those who have 
decades of experience. The pro-
jected completion date is the end 
of the second quarter of 2022. 

The certifications will pro-
vide required core classes and 
additional flexible continuing 
education classes, selected by 
the individual.

The committee is also de-
veloping a certification that will 
focus on advanced classes.

Direct questions and com-
ments to Director of Education 
Sheena Beaver at sheena.
beaver@dallasbuilders.com or 
214-615-3881.

n n n
Association offices will be 
closed Dec. 23, 24, 30 and 31.

What a year!  2021 saw equal parts success and challenge. 
Our industry continued to navigate the impacts of COVID-19, 
along with the ongoing building materials and labor shortages, 
all while experiencing record-breaking activity. We picked 
ourselves up after the catastrophic February freeze and quickly 
turned our efforts to fundraising and rebuilding our beloved 
headquarters. We returned to in-person gatherings, including a 
tremendous McSAM Awards, ARC Awards and State of the 
Industry Summit.  Most recently, we helped provide a 
mortgage-free home to a veteran through our partnership with 
Operation FINALLY HOME. Please join me in thanking our 
fantastic staff for rising to every challenge, answering every 
call and not missing a beat! 

I could not be more proud of our Association’s resilience this 
past year. I want to thank each and every member for your 
continued and unwavering support of the Dallas Builders 
Association and our mission to provide safe, quality, affordable 
housing for all. It is my great honor and privilege to represent 
the many men and women of our industry and build on our 
strong momentum in 2022.

Looking ahead, let’s work together, embrace change and 
open new doors. Let’s give thanks for the freedom and 
opportunities we enjoy in our region, state and country and to 
all those who serve to protect it.  Let’s slow down, count our 
blessings and make time for family, friends, colleagues and 
those in need. 

From the entire Pieper family, please have a safe and happy 
holiday season and a prosperous new year!

Andrew Pieper
Dallas BA President

President’s Message
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Across Dallas BA Service Area, It Has 
Been a Busy Time on Regulatory Front 

Last month’s Home Front included 
an update on the Association’s advocacy 
efforts related to the City of Dallas’ re-
alignment strategy for their Department 
of Development Services, now going by 
a new name, Sustainable Development 
and Construction. 

Dallas BA had already raised con-
cerns about the department’s process 
and delays builders were facing in get-
ting permits approved. 

Dallas BA has seen success in ad-
vocating that the city consider the use of 
a private provider to help with delays in 
processing permits. In recent weeks, that 
tool, as well as addressing other depart-
ment needs has gotten more agenda time 
at city council meetings and briefings. 

Language that would authorize the 
building official to implement and define 
a private provider model was recently 
brought before the city council. The 
ordinance also included an amendment 
regarding permit timelines, including 
expiration of an incomplete permit and 
extensions. Council has sought further 
clarification and the item should make 
its way back on the agenda in December. 

Dallas BA has also been asked to 
offer input on a proposed ordinance for 
vacant lot registration as well. A presen-
tation given during an early November 
city council briefing discussed proposed 
amendments to Chapter 48, the city’s 
regulation that includes code compli-
ance for vacant buildings. 

The proposed plan would make 
three tiers of registration available 
to property owners. The first being a 
“voluntary” registration. As discussed, 
the registration would be free for those 
who chose to sign up and city staff 
indicates the benefit would be quicker 
communication regarding dumping, 
litter and unkept yards, and other un-
sightly issues that can lead to a notice of 
violation. This would be with the hope 
that early communication could lead to 
a resolution before a notice of violation 
is issued.

However, the presentation also 
discussed two other tiers of registra-
tion that would be required based on 
the number of non-complied violations 
in a six-month period. This could also 
include the introduction of monitoring 
fees. The city indicates its goal is to 
increase the quality of life via faster 
voluntary compliance. 

Builders in Denton should be 
aware of possible fee changes. Dallas 
BA was notified that the city council 
may hold a discussion on changes to im-
pact fees and park fees. The city’s park 
dedication and fee-in-lieu ordinance has 

not been amended since its inception. 
The discussion will include increasing 
the park development fee. Due to en-
gineering and land development, park 
development fees can be costly. 

The roadway and other impact fees 
have not been changed since 2016, when 
Dallas BA was successful in advocating 
for those fees to be implemented at a 
lower rate than studied. With significant 
growth continuing in Denton County, it 
is important that the city’s leaders not 
increase fees to a level that would not 
only price family’s out of their option of 
a home, but also hurt Denton’s ability to 
be competitive with surrounding areas. 

It is expected that the city council 
will hear reports from staff in early De-
cember. Depending on how the Council 
views the issue, they could offer staff 
instruction as to how to proceed. 

As mentioned last month, McKin-
ney is drafting updates to their develop-
ment standards. Members who develop 
and build in McKinney, or develop in 
the city’s ETJ, should visit McKinney’s 
website for its development update at 
www.newcodemckinney.com. Members 
who have concerns or recommendations 
related to land uses or development 
standards are urged to contact Dallas 
BA’s Director of Government Affairs.

Early November saw Texans vote 
to approve eight state constitutional 
amendments. Two of the amendments 
were of interest to residential devel-
opment. Proposition 2 authorizes a 
county to finance the development or 
redevelopment of transportation or 
infrastructure in unproductive and un-
derdeveloped areas of the county. 

Proposition 8 expands property 
tax homestead exemption for surviving 
spouses of service members by clarify-
ing the exemption applies to those who 
were killed or fatally wounded in the 
line of duty.

Dallas BA also monitored another 
election earlier this year. As Jake Ellzey 
won a special election to fill the seat 
of the late Congressman Ron Wright 
in Congressional District 6, a special 
election was held for his vacated Texas 
House District 10 seat. Brian Harrison 
won that special election and is now a 

member of the Texas House. If the name 
sounds familiar, it is because Brian is 
the son of Ed Harrison, a past president 
of the Dallas BA. Representative Har-
rison brings with him a wealth of policy 
experience.

At the federal level, members 
should take note of a couple of efforts 
by NAHB.

NAHB has published a toolkit for 
the residential construction industry to 
help companies that meet the employee 
minimum of OSHA’s vaccination and 
testing rule. OSHA issued the “Vaccina-
tion and Testing Emergency Standard” 
on Nov. 5 that requires employers with 
more than 100 employees to mandate 
vaccinations or weekly Covid-19 tests to 
attend work. The toolkit can be found at: 
www.nahb.org/advocacy/public-tool-
kits/covid-19-vaccination-and-testing-
emergency-temporary-standard-toolkit.

Members who think they may be 
subject to the rule should review the 
information. Some provisions of the rule 
could be enforced by Dec. 6.

On Nov. 15, NAHB filed a petition 
for review in the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the D.C. Circuit, asking the court to 
examine OSHA’s vaccine and testing 
emergency rule. NAHB does not believe 
that OSHA has the authority to issue the 
emergency temporary standard. 

In early October, NAHB sent a 
letter to President Biden, once again 
urging the Administration to address 
lumber prices and supply chain chal-
lenges related to all building materials. 
NAHB also urged the White House 
to return to the negotiating table with 
Canada and work for a new softwood 
lumber agreement to provide relief from 
tariffs on lumber shipments into the U.S. 

Dallas BA has voiced our concerns 
about material pricing and availability, 
as well as labor needs, to our area’s Con-
gressional delegation and will continue 
to follow up on the issue. 

Members who have questions 
about these or other regulatory issues 
should contact the Association’s Direc-
tor of Government Affairs. 

972-661-0688 
info@energyshopinc.com

3310 Wiley Post Road 
Carrollton, TX 75006

www.energyshopinc.com
“Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2020 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. 

972-783-4660

Board Planning Retreat Was Oct. 29
During the Association’s annual Leadership Retreat directors broke the ice 
with a competition that included answering questions on Dallas BA trivia. 
Congratulations to the winning team of Jason Wight, Corson & Cramer; 
Stephen Puckett, Prosperity Bank; Jake Murillo, V Luxury Homes; Tom 
Sadler, Tom Sadler and Associates; Donny Mack, Mack Professionals/
Beaver Builders; Brian Dench, LandDesign; and Jerry Sanders, Plains-
Capital Bank.
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Well-attended Nov. 10 State of the Industry Summit 
addresses development, Congressional challenges

By Phil Crone
Executive Officer

The Dallas BA’s Nov. 10 State 
of the Industry Summit, presented by 
Hotchkiss Insurance Agency, addressed 
many of the key concerns facing the 
housing industry. The well-attended 
event filled nearly all 125 seats at Venue 
Forty|50 in Addison.

The first segment focused on land 
development issues in a panel discus-
sion that featured Kevin Lazares with 
Forestar Group, TJ Moore with ECM 
Development, Dallas BA Past President 
Frank Murphy with Wynne Jackon and 
Dallas BA President Andrew Pieper with 
Hillwood Communities. 

The discussion largely centered 
on the factors contributing to a historic 
shortage of lots and land under devel-
opment. 

Lot supply in the region is cur-
rently only around 12 months and is 
expected to dip into the single digits for 
month’s supply in the coming months. 

This will be, by far, the lowest level 
seen since that index was measured and 
the ramifications will define our market 
throughout 2022. 

Panelists noted that global supply 
chain problems and the ongoing labor 
shortage, especially for truck drivers, is 
encumbering their ability to bring new 
communities online. 

That said, they are finding efficien-
cies working on special districts and 
in some cities that provide certainty 
in standards and regulatory outcomes. 

They also noted that residents are 
showing a preference for smaller lots 
due to lower upfront cost and mainte-
nance, provided that open space and 
outdoor amenities are readily available 
in their community. 

The group also discussed the need 
to supply lots for custom builders and 
the unique challenges associated with 
that. 

NAHB Vice President of Govern-
ment Affairs Lake Coulson rounded out 
the program with an inside look at the 

CALL US TODAY  |  1.866.972.1535   |  hiallc.com

We understand that when your most valuable assets are secure, you have 
the freedom to pursue what really matters, like building and running your 
business. At Hotchkiss Insurance, protecting your business is our priority. 

 General Liability
 Builders Risk
 Workers’ Compensation
 Commercial Auto
 Equipment
 Umbrella

STAY FOCUSED ON 
BUILDING YOUR BUSINESS 

LEAVE THE INSURANCE TO US

housing-related negotiations contribut-
ing to the infrastructure bill, which had 
not yet become law at the time of the 
Summit. 

Coulson mentioned that NAHB 
was broadly supportive of the need 
to improve our “hard infrastructure” 
(roads, bridges, etc), but had sev-
eral concerns as the bill made its way 
through the legislative process. 

Those included an attempted push 
towards federal code mandates that 
would encumber or eliminate entirely 
the ability to amend building codes at 
the state or local level. 

Coulson said that many measures 
that will harm the housing industry are 

in the “Build Back Better” package cur-
rently being discussed on Capitol Hill so 
NAHB’s work is far from done. 

In order to leave on a positive 
note, Lake drew some comparisons and 
contrasts between Texas and California, 
the other state he is specifically assigned 
to monitor. 

This year was the first time that 
the Dallas BA held two State of the In-
dustry Summits. The first was a virtual 
event back in March. Plans for 2022 
call for two in-person events, likely in 
March and November once more. Watch 
Punch List and the calendar of events 
at DallasBuilders.org for details in the 
coming months.

State of the Industry Summit Panelists
Industry experts who spoke at the Nov. 10 State of the Industry Sum-
mit presented by Hotchkiss Insurance Agency addressed many of the 
key concerns facing the housing industry today. From left are Frank Mur-
phy, Wynne/Jackson; NAHB Vice President of Government Affairs Lake 
Coulson; Dallas BA Executive Officer Phil Crone; Kevin Lazares, Forestar 
Group; and Dallas BA President Andrew Pieper, Hillwood Communities. 
Unavailable for photo: T.J. Moore, ECM Development.
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Masters Course:
1st Place: Blake Piro, Kyle Peterson, 
Clark Lundy, Trey Curtis
2nd Place: Charles Henriquez, Luke 
Morrow, Josh Lindsay, Wes Lindsay
3rd Place: Dennis Burkhardt, Adam 
Howell, Ilan Cloud, Ralph Brooks
Closest to the Pin: Landon Lindsay
Longest Drive: Bryce Hudson

Champs Course: 
1st Place: Sebastian Moore, Bart 
Graves, Paul Reuland, Bo Chovanetz
2nd Place: Mark Stuart, Justin Mason, 
Chris Hankinson, Michael Schaefer
3rd Place: Craig Cobb, James Walters, 
Judd Baker, Aaron Mosser
Closest to the Pin: David Kay
Longest Drive: Bo Chovanetz

Fox Energy Specialists
HOMEnhancements

Samsung
Foxworth Galbraith Lumber  

Company
Tim Jackson Custom Homes

Orchard
Builders Direct Sales Group

LES Residential
Burgess Construction Consultants

DFW Builderguide.com
DPIS Builder Services
Elkay Manufacturing

Independent Financial Mortgage
James Hardie Building Products

Kelly Moore Paint Co
Lee Lighting

Pepco Sales & Marketing
Plungie

Prosource Wholesale
Ram Windows

Sherwin Williams
Texas Door & Trim

The Bentwood Companies
Tommy Ford Construction

USA Mortgage - Core Team
Western Alliance Bank

Altura Homes
Centricity

Collin College
Corradi Usa

KJ Custom Screens
Richardson Ready Electric

ECI Software Solutions
Offerpad

Enterprise Plumbing
First Floors

Barricade Building Products
Builders Firstsource

Electrolux
Pella 

Texas Counter Fitters
Milwaukee Tool

Meade Servicing Group

Nov. 1 Golf Outing at Brookhaven 
Country Club was a sellout!

THANK YOU, PARTNERS!

Community comes 
together to build home 
for American Hero

Luisa Velez with son Spencer were 
surprised to learn they will be get-
ting a custom built, mortgage-free 
home in Irving.

U.S. Navy Hospital Corpsman 
Third Class Luisa Velez served two 
tours of duty in Iraq.

Dallas BA Executive Officer, Build-
er Captain Matt Walls and veteran 
Luisa Velez 

Groundbreaking photos courtesy of 
Scott Roberts, Creative Architects.
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NEW MEMBERS
Blue Dog Painting, LLC
Jackson Beasley
682-732-2583
PAINT

Builditect Roofing
Tom Green
972-878-7111
ROOFING

Custom Electronic Systems
Ed Childs
214-351-1920
AUDIO/VIDEO

EMS Electrical LLC
Rosy Trevino
972-790-6355
ELECTRICAL

JBC Concrete Specialties, LLC
Tom Green
972-878-7111
CONCRETE

Next Century Screens
Jamie Briceno
972-496-4981
OUTDOOR LIVING

AFFILIATES/ADDITIONALS
Kane Title, LLC
Evan Lipp
972-325-1505
REAL ESTATE

Kane Title, LLC
Brittany Washington
972-325-1505
REAL ESTATE

Neightborhood Management
Michelle Rodenbach
972-359-1548
REAL ESTATE

Next Century Screens
Adam Stull
469-585-3625
OUTDOOR LIVING

Texas Insulation
April Tallman
469-400-8762
INSULATION

See complete contact infor-
mation on all Association 

members at 
DallasBuilders.org.

BUILDERS
Buisier Development Inc.
Aala Buisier
214-612-6739
BUILDERS - RESIDENTIAL
 
DGM Builders
Dani Golan
214-505-4400
BUILDERS - RESIDENTIAL
Jeff Dworkin, JLD Custom Homes

ReSet Builders
Ryan Jones
972-474-8850
BUILDERS - RESIDENTIAL

Wilde LLC
Faith Wilde
817-805-4153
BUILDERS - RESIDENTIAL

SUSTAINING ASSOCIATES
Kane Title, LLC
Robert Salgado
972-325-1505
REAL ESTATE

ZGM Modern Marketing Partners
Jordan Mair
780-428-0411
MARKETING/PROMOTIONAL 
SERVICES

ASSOCIATES
Allen & Company TEXAS LLC
John Castro
407-654-5355
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

 

Milestone 
Anniversaries

Milestones Presented by:

10 Years 
Custom Media, Inc. 
Sharon Reuler, P.C.

5 Years 
Amber DiLane Homes Inc. 
Jim Scott and Sons Builders 
Rembert Custom Builders 
Red Gable Homes, LLC 

Leeds Real Estate Services Inc.  
National Window & Door

Corradi hosts Nov. 18 Spike Night 
After Hours at Lava Cantina

Frank and Gail Murphy with Wynne/Jackson win 
the big Builder Jackpot worth $900!

Some of the Association’s top Spikes are recognized: Bob 
Cresswell, Cresswell Builders; Jerry Carter, Jerry Carter 
Homes; Donnie Evans, Altura Homes; Barbara Bynum, 
and John Bynum, John P. Bynum Construction.

Chris Clay with 2-10 Home Buy-
ers Warranty wins a Corradi lug-
gage bag.

Kash Patel with Solana wins a Dal-
las Cowboys hat.

Tiffany Acree with StrucSure 
Home Warranty wins a $50 Lava 
Cantina gift card.

Robert Salgado with Kane Title 
wins a $25 Lava Cantina gift 
card.

Adam Lingenfelter with Lingenfelter 
Custom Homes wins a Hilti laser.

Amanda McIntire with Highland 
Homes wins a Hilti laser.

Iohn Bynum with John P. Bynum 
Construction wins a Hilti laser.

Megan Anderson with Strong Group 
wins a Hilti laser.

Donnie Evans with Altura Homes 
wins a Maglite flashlight.

Jake Murillo with V Luxury Homes 
wins a Corradi luggage bag.

Jeff Dworkin with JLD Custom 
Homes wims a Corradi luggage 
bag.

Barbara Bynum With John P. By-
num Construction wins a Corradi 
luggage bag.

Bob Cresswell with Cresswell 
Homes wins a Hilti laser.

Mark Dann with Highland Classic 
Homes is the cash door prize win-
ner. 

Guest Ian Contreras with Tele-
com Technicians wins a $25 
Lava Cantina gift card.
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